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HUD Recognizes Fair Housing Laws of Additional Jurisdictions 


Antonio Monroig, Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity, has announced the 
recognition of two additional States and eight localities as having fair housing laws with rights and 
remedies ‘‘substantially equivalent’’ to those provided by Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968. He 
said the new jurisdictions are now eligible to receive financial assistance under the Department’s Fair 
Housing Assistance Program. 


Assistant Secretary Monroig said that HUD is authorized to refer complaints of alleged housing 
discrimination to recognized States and localities for resolution and to reimburse them for their 
services. The jurisdictions also may participate in HUD-sponsored training. 


The newly recognized jurisdictions are the States of Illinois and Washington, and the cities of 
Clearwater, Fla.; Kansas City, Kan.; Lincoln, Neb.; Minneapolis, Minn.; New York, N.Y.; Orlando, 
Fla.; Pittsburgh, Penn.; and Raleigh, N.C.. They bring the total recognized jurisdictions to 29 States 
and 19 localities. 


Announcement of the recognition of the new jurisdictions appeared in the September 18 edition of the 
Federal Register at p. 46316. Additional information may be obtained from Steven J. Sacks, director, 
Federal, State and Local Programs Division, Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity, HUD, 
Washington, D.C. 20410 (202/426-3500). 


HUD to Launch Rental Property Rehabilitation Demonstration 


HUD Secretary Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., has announced the selection of 23 communities to participate in 
a demonstration program designed to increase the availability of rental housing for low- and moderate- 
income families. Under the demonstration, HUD will give additional Section 8 rental certificates to 
subsidize the rentals for lower-income families in small apartment buildings rehabilitated through 
private investment and existing HUD Community Development funds. 


The Department has made a five-year commitment to the communities for the additional rental 
certificates totaling $3.39 million in 1981. The communities will spend $7.5 million of their own 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds on the rehabilitation, and owners are expected to 
commit up to $7.5 million more for the rehabilitation work and for loan repayments. 


Secretary Pierce said: ‘‘Smaller apartment buildings provide the overwhelming majority of decent 
rental housing in America and I want to encourage innovative approaches to preserve these valuable 
resources.’’ Assistant Secretary for Community Planning and Development Stephen J. Bollinger 
added: ‘‘ An estimated 750 lower-income families will receive rental assistance through the 
demonstration, and another 250 tenants are expected to rent apartments in the buildings at market rates, 
but because we are also providing technical assistance to each of the demonstration sites, I expect the 
benefits to expand without additional HUD subsidies.’’ 








HUD Names Deputy Counsel, Regional Administrator 


HUD Secretary Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., has selected a deputy general counsel and a new regional 
administrator. Alan F. Coffey, Jr., Syracuse, N.Y ., has been named to the deputy general counsel post 
and James C. Cummings, Jr., Indianapolis, Ind. , has been named acting administrator of HUD’s 
Chicago Regional Office. 


Coffey, 36, will assist the General Counsel in offering the Secretary and other departmental officials 
advice and counsel in the development of programs and policies. Since 1974 he has served as minority 
counsel for the House Committee on the Judiciary. There he specialized in administrative law and 
regulatory reform, and worked on several major bills, including the Ethics in Government Act, the 
Contract Disputes Act and the Government in the Sunshine Act. He was the counsel for the Convention 
Rules Committee, the Republican National Convention, in 1980, and served as a legislative assistant 
to Rep. Hamilton Fish between 1970 and 1974. From 1969 to 1970, he was an assistant in the Office of 
Congressional Relations at HUD. 


A political science graduate of Le Moyne College (Syracuse, N.Y .), he earned a master’s degree in 
government and urban affairs from American University (Washington, D.C.) and adoctorof — 
jurisprudence degree from Georgetown University (Washington, D.C.) in 1966, 1968 and 1973 
respectively. He was admitted to the District of Columbia bar in 1973 and has practiced before the U.S. 
Court of Claims and the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. 


Cummings, chairman of the National Black Republican Council, will be responsible for monitoring 
and evaluating program management and operations of 14 area and service offices in Indiana, Illinois, 
Minnesota, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin. The Chicago Region, the agency’s largest, has some 
1,954 employees. 


Before joining HUD, Cummings was president of Urban Advance, a national consulting company 
specializing in housing, education and community development. A licensed real estate broker, he 
served as assistant vice president of the Oxford Development Group from 1970 to 1971, supervising 
the packaging, design, and construction of apartment complexes, office buildings and shopping centers 
in the Midwest and South. Earlier, he served as director of operations and as director of public relations 
for the Board of Fundamental Education, a national, congressionally chartered group developing and 
implementing programs designed to uplift disadvantaged people. 


A 1962 graduate of Indiana Central University (Indianapolis) in business administration, Cummings 

‘ has held membership in the Public Relations Society of America, the National Association of Market 
Developers, the Institute of Industrialized Building Opportunities, the NAACP, and the National 
Urban League. 


Publications Available 


Fair Mortgage Lending: A Handbook for Community Groups. . . describes the new enforcement 
program and suggests specific actions to be taken to ensure compliance by community lenders with fair 
lending laws. Available free, while supplies last, from the Center for National Policy Review, Catholic 
University Law School, Washington, D.C. 20064 (202/832-8525). 


Passive Cooling: Designing Natural Solutions to Summer Cooling Loads. . . explores how architects 
are relearning the ways of nature our ancestors used to keep cool while developing new solutions to 
meet modern energy needs. Available from the American Institute of Architects Research 
Corporation, 1735 New York Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, $4. 


Consumer Guide to Buying a Residential Condominium. . . focuses on areas buyers should check into 
before purchasing in order to avoid later problems with management; covers such areas as construction, 
the workability and effectiveness of the homeowners association, insurance coverage, budget 
adequacy, operating policy and management efficiency. Available free, while supplies last, from the 
Institute of Real Estate Management, 430 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, II]. , 60611. 


Questions and Answers About Formaldehyde. . . discusses 14 basic issues and questions confronting 
the formaldehyde industry. Available free, while supplies last, from the Formaldehyde Institute, 1075 
Central Park Avenue, Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583 (914/725-1492). 








Nuggets 


The general counsel of the Federal Home Loan Bank Board (FHLBB) has ruled that savings and loan 
associations have legal authority to lease personal property to consumers and the FHLBB is expected to 
issue a proposed regulation for public comment. National banks already have authority to lease autos, 
boats, homes, and other personal property to consumers. The proposed rule would prohibit federally 
chartered savings and loan associations from engaging in short-term leasing (less than two years). 


The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) says that it is now apparent that 198 1 may be the 
year of the lowest housing starts since 1946, when 1,023,000 units were started. In a recent overview, 
published in its Housing Starts Bulletin, the NAHB said the Nation is ‘‘now in the 34th month of 
decline — the longest post war drop in starts — and facing continued decline not only for the balance of 
this year, but on into 1982.’’ The Association added that it is ‘‘reasonably certain that housing starts 
will not recover anytime soon and it is unlikely that interest rates will decline by 400-500 basis points, or 
that mortgage rates will come down to what seems to be the threshold of 13-13.5 percent.”’ 


In Troy, Mich. a suburb of Detroit, the General Motors Corporation has promised a new car to any 
purchaser of one of the homes it owns in that city. GM bought the homes from employees who 
transferred to other job sites and has encountered some difficulty in selling the homes valued at an 
average of $80,000 to $90,000. The homes range in price from just below $20,000 to just above 
$200,000. The company said that the price of the free cars will be determined by the value of the house 
sold. Some buyers will receive cars in the $10,000 range while others will be given cars worth more 
than $18,000. Those buying houses for less than $70,000 will not receive a free automobile. The 
company said it has about $10 million in residential real estate holdings located across the Nation. 


Realtors around the country are predicting that homeowners who bought homes via creative financing 
arrangements several years ago may soon realize that they lost a gamble. Many home buyers used 
so-called ‘‘balloon’’ mortgages, hoping that interest rates would be lower at the end of their initial 
financing periods. Mortgage rates, however, are about 18 percent on a national average and many home 
buyers who relied on contracts for deed or second mortgages to finance their purchases face a dismal 
future, according to a recent article in the Wall Street Journal. The National Association of Realtors 
estimates that as many as two million single-family homes sold in 1980-81 involved some type of 
second mortgage or contracts for deed. 


Meanwhile, a House banking subcommittee continues hearings on the impact variable-rate home 
mortgages have on consumers. A spokesperson for the Federal Home Loan Bank Board told the 
subcommittee that the adjustable mortgage loan would benefit consumers by helping to insure that 
mortgages remain available. 


The U.S. League of Savings Associations reported recently that it has determined via a survey that at 
least 16 States will not collect income taxes on interest paid on the new ‘‘all savers’’ certificates. Part of 
the money raised from the sale of tax-exempt savings certificates is to be used to help the ailing housing 
industry. 


FYI 


The National Savings and Loan League (NSLL), Fourth Annual Lawyers Seminar, Washington, 
D.C., November 1-4, 1981. Details: NSLL, 1101 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202/331-0270). 


Government Information Services (GIS), Seminar on Revolution in Federal Funding, Washington, 
D.C., November 2-3, 1981. Details: GIS, 1611 N. Kent Street, Suite 508, Arlington, Va. , 22209 
(703/528-1082). 


SRI International, Community Forum on Earthquake Research, Menlo Park, Calif., November 4, 
1981. Details: SRI International, 333 Ravenswood Avenue, Menlo Park, Calif. , 94025 
(415/326-6200). 





Significant Litigation 
Lucy Lomax, et al. v. Housing Authority of the County of Cook, et al., No. 80-C-1480 (N.D. Ill.) 


The District Court awarded the plaintiffs attorney’s fees against the defendant Housing Authority of the 
County of Cook, Illinois despite the PHA’s argument that the plaintiffs should not be considered the 
prevailing party under the consent decree. The plaintiffs’ lawsuit had resulted in a consent decree 
setting forth certain hearing procedures to be adopted by the PHA in Section 8 terminations. The PHA 
argued that these procedures had been mandated by a recent revision of a HUD handbook which they 
had not yet been able to implement due to a shortage of time and lack of sufficient personnel and that the 
catalyst for the procedural change was the reissued handbook rather than the complaint. The Court, in 
awarding the attorney’s fees, ruled that the defendants had taken no steps in the two months between the 
issuance of the handbook and the filing of the complaint to initiate hearing procedures and thus the 
defendants achieved a substantial result and were to be considered the prevailing party under the 
applicable law. Attorney fees were not awarded against HUD. 


Cassie Moore, et al., v. Samuel Pierce, et al., No. C81-1547A (N.D. Ga. filed Aug. 19, 1981) 


This a companion case to Betty Anderson, et al., v. City of Alpharetta, Ga.. In Anderson, plaintiffs 
challenged a decision by the City of Alpharetta to annex and rezone property in Fulton County , Georgia 
for the alleged purposes of blocking the construction of public housing on the Hopewell Road site in the 
area. In this case, plaintiffs allege that the Fulton County Board of Commissioners purposefully 
blocked the development of a number of public housing projects, one of which was the proposed project 
on the Hopewell Road Site at issue in Anderson, by failing to assure that water and sewer services would 
be provided to the projects, or that appropriate rezoning would be accomplished. 


As with Anderson, plaintiffs allege that HUD violated 42 U.S.C. §§2000d, 3608 et seqg., 1981 and 
1982, and the Thirteenth Amendment, by not affirmatively assisting the Fulton County Housing 
Authority in developing assisted housing on the sites at issue. In addition, they allege that HUD’s 
actions violated the Fifth ‘Amendment. 


Plaintiffs seek an order directing HUD to take all necessary actions, including providing funding and 
technical assistancé, to insure the development of multifamily public housing in North Fulton County. 
They also seek attorneys’ fees. 
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